
Causes of Diarrhea 
 
 

Diarrhea, Bacterial Cause 

Enterotoxigenic E. coli Escherichia coli 
Enteroaggregative E. coli Escherichia coli 
Enterohemorrhagic E. coli Escherichia coli 0157:H7 
Campylobacter Campylobacter jejuni 
Salmonella Salmonella species 
Shigella Shigella species 
Vibrio Vibrio species 
Yersinia Yersinia enterocolitica 
 

Diarrhea, Parasitic Cause 

Amebiasis Entamoeba histolytica 
Cryptosporidiosis Cryptosporidium parvum 
Giardiasis Giardia intestinalis, 

lamblia 
Dientamoeba fragilis Dientamoeba fragilis 
Cyclosporiasis Cyclospora cayetanensis 
 

Diarrhea, Viral Cause Comments 

Norovirus Infection Noroviruses, Norwalk 
viruses, Norwalk-like 
viruses 

Food, water, sometimes large outbreaks in hotels 
& on cruises 
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